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1

Have you ever attended an area committee?

Yes [ Selected ]

No [ ]

2

Do you think area forums and other neighbourhood meetings offer the potential to involve local
people in reaching decisions about their local areas?

Please select one option from the list. You must provide an answer to this question.

Yes [ ]

No [ Selected ]

Don't know [ ]
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3

How would you like to see these area forums and neighbourhood meetings develop?

I don't want to see them develop - I'd like to keep my perfectly well-operating area committee
that has a perfect record of making planning decisions that have never had an appeal
against them allowed.

4

Are you in favour of this budget proposal?

Please select one option from the list. You must provide an answer to this question.

Yes [ ]

No [ Selected ]

Don't know [ ]

5

Have you any other comments to make on this proposal?

This question is unfair - it fails to say that the area committee budgets will disappear. The
£1500 per member is less money for the public, not more!

6

Are you in favour of planning applications being considered by two area planning committees
covering larger geographical areas rather than the present area committees?

Please select one option from the list. You must provide an answer to this question.

Yes [ ]

No [ Selected ]

Don't know [ ]



7

Have you any other comments to make on this proposal?

Local members understand the local area and local issues best. We moan about planning
inspectors' lack of local knowledge but we're now going down the same defective line! My
area committee makes planning decisions perfectly effectively and that should not be
changed.

Area Committees are not politically balanced. Planning is not party political but recently a
bunch of Labour Councillors calling in a North Area Committee (exclusively LibDem)
planning decision I think rather indicates otherwise!

8

Are you in favour of this change?

Yes [ ]

No [ Selected ]

Don't know [ ]

9

Have you any other comments to make on this proposal?

Decisions should be made in public, not just published in public. Councillors making
important decisions about services and policies that directly affect the lives of Oxford should
continue to be required to do that as part of a large group and with full opportunity for the
council-tax paying public to attend. This is far too much power-concentration and removal of
accountability.



Other comments

Please let us know of any other comments on these proposals

This change increases the administration's power over geographical areas, in which (as
decided by the ballot box) it currently don't have much. It is a power-centralisation and
renders non-administration and in many cases non-executive councillors extremely
powerless and gagged.

Councillors with executive powers should be expected to attend meetings to make those
executive decisions as a body, not as individuals by email from their offices which in some
cases will be miles from Oxford.
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